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A Ham Radio Operatorõs Night Before Christmas 
By Gary Pearce KN4AQ on December 24, 2008   

 
T'was the night before Christmas, 
And all through two-meters,  
Not a signal was keying up 
Any repeaters. 

The antennas reached up 
From the tower, quite high,  
To catch the weak signals 
That bounced from the sky. 

The children, Tech-Pluses,  
Took their HTs to bed,  
And dreamed of the day 
They'd be Extras, instead. 

Mom put on her headphones,  
I plugged in the key,  
And we tuned 40 meters 
For that rare ZK3. 

When the meter was pegged 
by a signal with power.  
It smoked a small diode,  
and, I swear, shook the tower. 

Mom yanked off her phones,  
And with all she could muster 
Logged a spot of the signal 
On the DX Packet Cluster, 

While I ran to the window 
And peered up at the sky,  
To see what could generate 
RF that high. 

It was way in the distance,  
But the moon made it gleam - 
A flying sleigh, with an 
Eight element beam, 

And a little old driver 
who looked slightly mean.  
So I though for a moment,  
That it might be Wayne Green. 

But no, it was Santa 
The Santa of Hams.  
On a mission, this Christmas 
To clean up the bands. 

He circled the tower,  
Then stopped in his track,  
And he slid down the coax 
Right into the shack. 

While Mom and I hid 
Behind stacks of CQ,  
This Santa of hamming 
Knew just what to do. 

He cleared off the shack desk 
Of paper and parts,  
And filled out all my late QSLs 
For a start. 

He ran copper braid,  
Took a steel rod and pounded 
It into the earth, till 
The station was grounded. 

He tightened loose fittings,  
Re-soldered connections,  
Cranked down modulation,  
Installed lightning protection. 

He neutralized tubes 
In my linear amp… 
(Never worked right before -- 
Now it works like a champ). 

A new, low-pass filter 
Cleaned up the TV,  
He corrected the settings 
In my TNC. 

He repaired the computer 
That would not compute,  
And he backed up the hard 
drive 
And got it to boot. 

Then, he reached really deep 
In the bag that he brought,  
And he pulled out a big box,  
"A new rig?" I thought! 

"A new Kenwood? An Icom?  
A Yaesu, for me?!"  
(If he thought I'd been bad 
it might be QRP!) 

Yes! The Ultimate Station!  
How could I deserve this?  
Could it be all those hours 
that I worked Public Service? 

He hooked it all up 
And in record time, quickly 
Worked 100 countries,  
All down on 160. 

I should have been happy,  
It was my call he sent,  
But the cards and the postage 
Will cost two month's rent! 

He made final adjustments,  
And left a card by the key:  
"To Gary, from Santa Claus.  
Seventy-Three." 

Then he grabbed his HT,  
Looked me straight in the 
eye,  
Punched a code on the pad,  
And was gone - no good bye. 

I ran back to the station,  
And the pile-up was big,  
But a card from St. Nick 
Would be worth my new rig. 

Oh, too late, for his final 
came over the air.  
It was copied all over.  
It was heard everywhere. 

The Ham's Santa exclaimed 
What a ham might expect,  
"Merry Christmas to all,  
And to all, good DX." 
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Hard to believe that Christmas is almost here. 
The final meeting of the year is coming up Satur-
day,  December 8, 2018, at 9am at the church. 
Potluck meal with Greg making his famous pan-
cakes. We chose this year that we would give the 
ham of the year award at this meeting.  

Our November meeting was fairly short but 
had some discussion of what we wish to do the 
ham gear the club owns. The questions to the 
group was do we sell the gear or look at purchas-
ing a trailer to hold the gear?  

We had several participate in the program 
building a 2m tape measure antenna. It was a lot 
of fun hanging out with all and talking ideas on 
ways to make the antenna. Thanks to all that par-
ticipated. See photos on page 3. 

I want to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year 
             Tim 

DECEMBER CONTESTS  
 

12/8 ARRL 10-Meter Contest  CW/Ph  

12/8 International Naval Contest  CW/Ph  

12/9 QRP Holiday Spirits  CW  

12/16 ARRL Rookie Roundup  CW  

12/17 Run for the Bacon QRP  CW  

12/26 DARC Christmas Contest  CW/Ph  

12/29 RAC Winter Contest  CW/Ph  

12/31 Bogor Old & New Contest  CW  

From ARRL Contest Corral  

President’s Corner  
.ȅ ¢ƛƳ aŜȅŜǊΣ YWп!w9 

+#!2# 3),%.4 +%9 

7τ"7' 
*ÏÓÅÐÈ ,Ȣ $ÕÒÂÉÎȟ *ÒȢ 

-ÁÒÃÈ ςςȟ ρωσρ ÔÏ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ ρψȟ ςπρψ 

 

tƻŜƳ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ мΥ ϭмффс DŀǊȅ tŜŀǊŎŜ Ybп!v  
tŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ǇǊƛƴǘ ƻǊ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ǊŜǇǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴΦ  

Congratulations to 

KCARC 2019 Officers  
 

President—Tim Meyer 
Vice President— Zach Rachovan 
Sec/Treasure—Bill Reynolds 
Board Member—Phillip Kendrick (2020) 
Board Member—Freddy Brown (2020) 
Board Member—Robert Doughty (2019) 
Board Member—Richard Strout (2019) 
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Big Changes Ahead for ARRL Board ōȅ 5ŀƴ wƻƳŀƴŎƘƛƪΣ Y.сb¦ 

The results are finally in. No, I’m not talking about the national mid-term election results. As I'm writing this, 
some of those votes are still being counted. I’m talking about this year’s ARRL board elections. ARRL members have 
spoken, and they have elected four new faces to the board in what was the most hotly-contested election in a long 
time. 

Three of the five incumbents, plus an incumbent vice director running for the Northwest Division director posi-
tion, were defeated by candidates calling for more transparency and for changes in the way that the ARRL oper-
ates.  

Here are the results: 
Central Division Director 

Á Kermit Carlson, W9XA 1,898  
Á Valerie Hotzfeld, NV9L 1,755  

 

Hudson Division Director 
Á Ria Jairam, N2RJ 1,292  
Á Mike Lisenco, N2YBB 1,239  

 

New England Division Director 
Á Fred Hopengarten, K1VR 1,432  
Á Tom Frenaye, K1KI 1,383  

In the only two contested vice director elections, Mark Tharp, KB7HDX defeated Daniel Stevens, KL7WM and 
Delvin Bunton, NS7U in the Northwest Division and in the Roanoke Division, William Morine, N2COP defeated John 
Humphry, W4IM. All newly elected officials will take office at noon on January 1, 2019. 

I was kind of surprised here that Valerie Hotzfeld, NV9L, failed to win in the Central Division. She has certainly 
made many contributions to amateur radio, both in the DX/contest community and on IŀƳ bŀǝƻƴ. Apparently, 
though, she made some statements that she was forced to retract, and that probably hurt her campaign, and as 
some pointed out to me, Kermit Carlson, W9XA, was well thought of in the Central Division and in the VHF/UHF 
community. 

Overall, though, I’m very pleased with the results. Although some of the margins of victory were small—K1VR 
won by only 49 votes and N2RJ won by 53 votes—I think it’s pretty clear that the members want change. Now, it’s 
up to the board, including its newest members to effect that change. As always, I’m ready to help in any way that I 
can. 

 
 

 

Northwestern Division Director 
Á Mike Ritz, W7VO 1,589  
Á Bonnie Altus, AB7ZQ 1,308  
Á Horace Hamby, N7DRW 495  

 

Roanoke Division Director 
Á George Hippisley, W2RU 1,891  
Á Dr. James Boehner, N2ZZ 1,365  

Photos from November meeting ŦǊƻƳ ¢ƛƳ aŜȅŜǊ 



 

Bowling Green/Warren Co. Net 
Generally meets Tue., Thurs., Sat., & 
Sun. at 9 pm called by various ops 
147.165 MHz  W4WSM Repeater 
This is an informal net for anyone, any-
where. 
 

ATV Repeater 
Nightly net at 8:30 pm 
Voice 144.340 Simplex 
Video Output 421.250 MHz (analog  
    cable channel 57 
Video Input 439.250 MHz (analog cable  
    channel 60) and 1280 MHz FM 
The repeater ID’s every 10 minutes or 
you can command it ON with your TT 
pad 0* and OFF with 0# 
The repeater is located on Cherry Hall at 
WKU. 

Warren County ARES Net 
Each Thursday 8:30 pm 
147.165 repeater 
 

Traders Net 
Each Monday at 7 pm 
147.330 repeater Tone 107.2 
 

KCARC Net 
Each Tuesday at 7 pm 
147.330 repeater  Tone 107.2 
KG4TOO Net Control 
 

4th District ARES Net 
Mon., Wed., Fri. at 9 pm 
147.165 MHz  W4WSM Repeater 
Secondary Frequency: 147.330 MHz 
PLL Tone 107.2 
KY4BG—KCARC Repeater 
 

10 Meter Net 
Sunday night at 8:30 pm 
Frequency: 28.460 MHz 
KY3B Net Control 
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Weõre on the Web! 
www.kcarconline.com 

KCARC OFFICERS  
 

President  

Tim Meyer .................... KJ4ARE 
 

Vice President  

Zach Rackovan ............N0ZGR 
 

Secretary/Treasurer  

Greg Lake ......................... KY3B 

 

Board Members  

Larry Whitman ............. WK0U 

Gary Hext ........................ K4UU 

Richard Strout .......... WA4VJK 

Robert Doughty ......... KK4AVI 

 
Webmaster  

Mary Hext .................. KB4KCV 

mhext@twc.com  

 

Hamcall Co -Editors  

Gary Hext ....................... K4UU 

k4uu@hotmail.com  

Mary Hext .................. KB4KCV 

mhext@twc.com  
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Upcoming Area Hamfests 
Ft. Wayne Hamfest & Computer Expo: November 17, 2018 

Orlando Hamcation 2019:  February 8-10, 2019 

Cave City Hamfest: March 2, 2019 

Greater Louisville Hamfest:  September 7, 2019 

Dayton Hamvention:  May 17-19, 2019 

Cedars of Lebanon: August 24, 2019 

AREA REPEATER ACTIVITY  

2019 Club Testing Dates 
 

2 pm local time 
Woodmen Life Building  

519 Old Morgantown Road, Bowling Green, KY 
 

February 3, 2019 
Other 2019 Dates TBA 

 

Contact: Henry Cantrell W4HTB  270.793.4822 email: w4htb@ieee.org  

KCARC Web Stats  
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